V
ALEXANDRIAN AND ROMAN MEDICINE
THE brilliant epoch in Greece was now passing, and the country
which had produced so many scholars and artists was now to
give place to other lands. Nevertheless, though Greek culture
was fading in the land of its birth, it was by no means dying.
Its mission was not yet accomplished, for it was destined to
exercise a far-reaching influence, and in some respects to attain
further eminence. Athens was to give place to Alexandria, and
then to Rome. It was natural that, at Alexandria, medicine
should remain in Greek hands, but it is remarkable that all the
great physicians of the Roman Empire were Greeks, and that
their practice and teaching remained predominant throughout
mediaeval times, until the Renaissance brought new ideas and
more enlightened teaching.
The Medical School of Alexandria
Before considering the rise of Greek medicine in Rome, how-
ever, which really began a new epoch, let us round off the Hippo-
cratic period by a brief reference to the Medical School of
Alexandria. Unfortunately our sources of information are very
smalL Of course we know that Alexander the Great, sweeping
all before him in his astounding march of progress, conquered
not only Greece and Asia Minor and Egypt, but marched east-
ward over Persia as far as India, and established a vast empire,
which might have been even larger but for his untimely death
at the age of thirty-three years. With a vision far ahead of his
time, he took with him on his campaigns a number of scientists,
who by their work added greatly to the knowledge of the countries
conquered. Alexandria was founded in 332 B.C., a year before
Alexander's death, and here was established a home of learning
and a vast library, which eventually contained some 700,000
books* The Joss to posterity which resulted from the burning
of the library by a mob of fanatics, who were intent on getting
rid of the past so as to found a " New Order/' was a disaster
almost too great to realize* Of the medical school at Alexandria
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